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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the characteristics of the content of civil
and political human rights, the nature of the discourse of Palestinian
journalist towards them, determining the characteristics of this discourse,
its effective aspects, its references and the ways of proving. It also aims at
considering the differences and similarities between Al Hayat Al Jadeeda

and Palestine newspapers, which are the two newspapers of the study.

This study is descriptive one in which several approaches have been
used. The used approaches are: media survey, discourse analysis, studying
mutual relations and comparison. The researcher uses the theory of setting
agenda and media framework. The tools of the study are content and

discourse analysis.

The researcher chooses Al Hayat Al Jadeeda and Palestine
newspapers as samples. The issues of the two newspapers have been
chosen randomly for a year (from 1-1-2012 until 31-12-2012). The study
subject of content analysis is represented in relation with all the topics that
deal with civil and political human rights in the two newspapers in different

forms. The analysis of discourse is represented in all the articles of opinion.

The study of analyzing the content concluded several results. One
of these results is that the civil rights are in the first place of the newspapers
of the study; then the political rights followed. Palestine newspaper
surpasses Al Hayat Al Jadeeda in the degree of attention it paid to the
issues of civil human rights while Al Hayat Al Jadeeda exceeds Palestine
newspaper in covering the issues related to political human rights. Several

objectives have been achieved as a result of dealing with issues of political

www.manaraa.com



and civil human rights. They are: “Highlighting the violation of human
rights” and “describing the current situation. The objective of
“Enlightening people with the issues of human rights” was remarkably
ignored in both newspapers. The form of Article has been the most used

form in covering the issues of political and civil human rights.

The study of analyzing the discourse concluded several findings: The
first one 1s the fact that paper of “Hunger Strike of Detainees” in Al Hayat
Al Jadeeda had the highest percentage among the papers of civil and
political papers while the paper of “Torturing the detainees by Israeli forces
had the highest percentage in Palestine newspaper. The Palestinian
detainees have been the most effective Palestinian power that play positive
role in the newspapers of the study. The authority that was characterized by
playing negative role in Palestine newspaper was the “Palestinian National
Authority” while in Al HAyat Al Jadeeda it was “Hamas Movement” that
played a negative role. Legal and historical references were the most used
references in Palestine newspaper while in Al Hayat Al Jadeeda, there was
absolute absence for legal reference and presence of political and security

references.
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(1) Maxwel McComba: The Agenda-Setting Role of the Mass Media in the Shaping
of Public Opinion, University of Texas at Austin, PP. 1-2. At
www.infoamerica.org/documentos_pdf/mccombs01.pdf, available at: 20/4/2013.
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and Democracy: Exploring the Intellectual Frontiers in Agenda-setting Theory,
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25/4/2013.

(3) Michael J. Muin: Agenda-Setting Theory and the Role of the Media in Shaping
Public Opinion for the Irag War, a research paper in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of Master of Arts,(University of Central Missouri:
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(4) Maxwell E. McCombs, Donald L. Shaw, The evolution of Agenda-Setting Research:

Twenty-Five years in the Market Place of Ideas, Journal Communication, Vol. 43,

No. 2, Spring 1993, Pp. 58-67.
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(1) Werner J. Severin & James. Tankard: Communication Theories: Origins Methods
and Uses in media, 3th edition 1992, pp. 222. At http://books.google.ps/books,
available at: 17/4/2013.
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